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one; indeed the objection may possibly be raised that sometimes 
the discussions are too brief, that in his endeavor to give credit 
to a wide range of opinions without becoming bulky, the author 
assumes a degree of familiarity with the subject on the reader’s 
part and often forces him to some wholesome mental exercise in 
the way of reading between the lines. 

The first part of the book, comprising 230 pages, is devoted to 
general considerations, including the more essential known facts 
in etiology, symptomatology, and treatment; the remainder of the 
book is given to the clinical description of disease-groups. In his 
scheme of classification Paton follows the “ clinical” method, and 
he deals with the subject under the following heads: 


(1) Mental anomalies the result of defective development of 


the central nervous system. 

(2) Psychoses which are probably in part the result of autoin- 
toxication. 

(3) Psychoses the result of chronic intozications. 

(4) Psychoses associated with imperfect functioning of the 
thyroid gland. 

(5) The manic-depressive group. 

(6) The dementia precor group. 

(7) The dementia paralytica group. 

(8) The epilepsy group. 

(9) The hysteria group. 

(10) Neurasthenic and psychasthenic states. 

(11) Psychoses associated with organic disease of the central 
nervous system. 

(12) The paranoia group. 

(13) The senile group. Psychoses connected with the period of 
senile involution. 

Pleasantly conspicuous by their absence are the “ symptomatic 
sub-groups ” which exist in dozens in many text-books, and which 
are no more than names of isolated symptoms, if not indeed of 
mere surface appearances, which are thus assumed to represent 
disease varieties. 

The treatment in general is a conservative one, the maniaco- 
depressive and dementia precox groups are designated as provi- 
visional differentiations, which have been made, however, on 
principles “which are consistent with and not antagonistic to 
progress.” The old epochal psychoses have been eliminated and 
in their places are discussed the predilection of certain pathologic 
mental conditions for certain periods of life, as well as the influ- 
ence of the age of the patient in modifying the clinical manifes- 
tations in any given disease form. 

The criticism may be made that the work is not pre-eminently 
adapted to the needs of the student who is totally unfamiliar with 
the subject and who is anxious for categoric statements and final 
facts. To the student, however, who is trained from the begin- 





ning to methods of research, and who esteems the process of per- 
sonal investigation and careful analysis, of weighing opinions, and 
of tentative conclusion, above the acquiring of information by 
way of didactic dogmatism, an exposition of mental diseases such 
as the one under consideration will prove a wholesome guide. 
CLARENCE B. FARRAR. 


A Tezt-book of Physiology, Normal and Pathological. For Stu- 
dents and Practitioners of Medicine. By Winrrextp 8S. HAL, 
Pu. D. (Leipzig), M.D. (Leipzig), Professor of Physiology, 
Northwestern University Medical School, Chicago. Second 
edition, revised and enlarged. Illustrated with 340 engrav- 
ings and three colored plates. (Philadelphia and New York: 
Lea Brothers & Co., 1905.) 

In this comprehensive work the author has endeavored to pre- 
sent as concisely as possible, not only physiology properly so- 
called, but such parts of allied subjects as might be considered 
useful in throwing light upon the central theme. Consequently 
one finds scattered throughout the book chapters or paragraphs 
relating to chemistry and physics, embryology and anatomy, 
pharmacology and pathology, clinical microscopy and clinical 
medicine; nor does the historical aspect of the subject fail to re- 
ceive a passing word. 

In order to present this vast amount of material within the com- 
pass of 800 pages (containing many illustrations), the author has 
been obliged to employ the greatest possible brevity. This fact 
not only renders the book very unattractive reading—in which 
respect it differs but little from the majority of text-books—but 
often places the sense a little beyond the grasp of the student who 
is approaching the subject for the first time. Moreover a con- 
densation which necessitates the allotment of but six lines to the 
Young-Helmholtz theory of color-vision, one-half page to color- 
blindness, three-quarters of a page to the splanchnic nervous sys- 
tem, three pages to the vasomotors and so forth, is not likely to 
give the beginner a very clear conception of the subjects in 
question. 

If the work be regarded as a compend, that is, an aid to the 
student in reviewing before examination, then its size and the 
diversity of the material which it contains may somewhat impair 
its usefulness, while viewed as a dictionary of the medical sciences, 
it may be a little incomplete and lacks the convenience of an 
alphabetical arrangement. 

The author is a teacher of some experience and the publication 
of this second edition is doubtless the response to a demand, and 
there is every reason to believe that where this demand exists the 
work will meet with the approval of teachers of physiology, espe- 
cially as it is apparently up to date and contains much valuable 
information. 
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